
Dear WhizzKids United Supporters, 

Here we are at the start of a New Year - 2010 and with 

it comes the FIFA World CupÊ in South Africa.  As the 

WKU team and supporters we are committed to lever-

aging the World Cup momentum to promote the good 

that can come through football ï social development 

and in our case HIV/AIDS prevention, care, treatment 

and support.   

Our goals this year are ambitious but with everyoneôs 

support they are attainable. This year we aim to reach 

over 15,000 youth; launch our WKU Health Academy 

and with it provide over 20 new youth-specific ser-

vices; extend our reach in KwaZulu Natal ï the epicen-

tre of the HIV epidemic; strengthen the WKU pro-

gramme in North West Province and expand into the 

Eastern Cape ï all high prevalence areas. In the UK 

our pilot of WKU óOn the Ballô proved very positive and 

as a result we are now pursuing a national roll out. The 

10th Edition of our life skills manual óOn the Ballô will 

be implemented in RSA, Uganda and Ghana by March.  

Plans are already underway to showcase WKU in 

KwaZulu-Natal during the World Cup, not only to the 

world media but also to fans and visiting corporates; 

three WKU fan parks will reach youth in townships 

along with a feeding scheme for kids as schools are 

closed throughout the World Cup ï the main source of 

food for many children; over 10 WKU World Cup tour-

naments will be hosted in May and June and finally 

WKU with its partners Altus Sport will send a team of 

deserving youth to take part in the FIFA Festival 2010 

in Johannesburg  - a celebration involving over 50 or-

ganisations from around the world all sharing a pas-

sion for youth development through football. 

To ensure we meet all these goals and continue to pre-

vent HIV amongst youth we need your help. I urge you 

to email me at marcus@africaid.org.uk to see how we 

can work together. 

All the very best for the New Year! 

Marcus, CEO Africaid, Director WhizzKids United  
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2010 is here!  

Sony partnership  

 

Questionnaire rollout  

sOccket goes from 

strength to strength  

WhizzKids United Day 

on February 13th  

Newsletter Spotlight  

AfricaidŹs WhizzKids United programme has been se-

lected as one of three organisations to take part in a 

Leadership Development Programme, led by Sony 

through the streetfootballworld network.  

The programme aims at supporting network members 

to develop their leadership, communication and man-

agement capacities.  

All three organisations will consult with Sony manag-

ers, who will work with them remotely over the next 4-

6 months to help them develop their leadership skills 

and general operations. The Leadership Development 

Programme will be launched officially in an event in 

early February. Please continue to come back to the 

WhizzKids website for more up to date information.  

Sony partnership  

Open the gates ð2010 has 
arrived!  

 Following successful piloting last year, Africaid has launched its rigorous new outcome 

evaluation scheme in Term 1 of the 2010 school year.  The first step of implementation 

has been to carry out pre-questionnaires with kids who are about to take WhizzKids 

United Life Skills Football Training.  Then, 

six weeks after the end of Term 1, we will 

perform post-questionnaires with the same 

group of kids to determine what lasting im-

pact the programme has had.  The pre-

questionnaire was implemented in KZN 

with 355 learners in grades 5-7, all of whom 

were just about to begin the programme. 

Besides gathering demographic information, 

the questionnaire has a 30-question 

óbehavioural determinantsô scale designed to 

assess a range of factors which are thought 

to influence the decision to engage in (or 

avoid) risky sexual behaviour, or test for HIV.  These factors include knowledge, atti-

tudes, intentions, self-efficacy, outcome expectancies, and social norms.  We are look-

ing forward to analysing the results which will give us valuable information about the 

effectiveness of WhizzKids United!  

Questionnaire rollout  

M&E Facilitator Zanele Khanyile 
preparing for a session  

To remove your name from our mailing list, please reply to this 
message with óUnsubscribeô in the subject line. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@africaid.org.za 

As some of you readers will remember, back in August 2009, Jessica Lin from Harvard 

University visited the WhizzKids United pro-

gramme to pilot her innovative new project, sOc-

cket. The concept was to develop an energy har-

vesting football to address issues of electricity 

supply in the developing world and this exciting 

project is now starting to receive positive media 

coverage. 

It recently featured in the New York Times (please 

go to our blog to see a link to the story) with a sec-

ond prototype of the ball now being developed 

following the feedback they received from kids in 

our programme. We wish Jessica and her col-

leagues luck with their project and look forward to 

welcoming them back to Durban with the final version of the ball!  

sOckket goes from strength to strength  

sOccket co -inventor and Har-
vard student Jessica Lin with 
some eager product testers  

streetfootballworld is 
full of creative ideas to 
help its network mem-
bers build capacity  

While Africaid was formed in 2002, the WhizzKids 

United programme was officially launched on Feb-

ruary 13, 2006. Since this time, the programme has 

evolved and expanded into new areas of the world! 

Last year we surpassed the 10,000 kid mark and we 

think it is important to celebrate the formation and 

growth of our programme. 

 

We would ask all our supporters to think of ways in 

which they can help celebrate this day with us! You 

could encourage co-workers to wear football shirts 

to work and ask for a donation, you could forward 

our newsletter to ten new contacts or you could 

hold a football tournament! We know it is short 

notice but hope this is something we can celebrate 

for years to come!  

WhizzKids United Day on February 13th!  

The very first football used 
for WKU back in 2006!  This ball 
has now been retired from active 
duty and may someday be on dis-
play at the South African Museum!  

May 2010 be a year in 
which football is used to 
empower girls and 
women!  

http://www.whizzkidsunited.org/blog.php

