
Dear Supporters,  

Working for Africaid WhizzKids 

United is often a roller coaster 

ride in terms of achieving our vi-

sion. To achieve this we need sup-

port at all levels and from all par-

ties, including local Government. 

With the advent of the FIFA 2010 

World CupÊ WhizzKids United 

demonstrates a perfect legacy for 

South Africa and the Province of 

KwaZulu Natal (KZN) through 

our use of football to tackle HIV 

and develop valuable life skills for 

youth. As yet we continue to strug-

gle to get full support for such a life changing programme.  On the other hand we have 

just partnered with Sony Leadership Development Programme in Europe who are 

happy to share with us four highly skilled and highly mo-

tivated Sony Managers from across Europe who will be 

assisting us for the next six months to help us achieve 

our goals. We have also strengthened our ties with our 

partners AMREF South Africa and AMREF Italy as well 

as One to One Childrenôs Fund in the UK in order to help 

realise our vision. 

We envisage KZN, South Africa, Africa, as a safe place 

for children to grow up in and where all children have 

access to education in order that they may fulfill their 

dreams and aspirations and taste success. A place where 

children are empowered to make the right choices in 

order to stay healthy, having access to comprehensive 

health care. A place where children are protected from 

all forms of violence including rape and sexual abuse being free to play in their com-

munities under the warmth and comfort of an African sun; a place where children are 

not neglected but rather are able to grow up in a caring environment that recognises 

their right to express themselves freely; a place where children can happily and confi-

dently mature into adulthood and in turn share this vision with their children.  

If we are all committed to this vision then we can make it a reality.  

Warm regards, 

Marcus 
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February the 13th is a very special day in 

the life of AfricaidŹs WhizzKids United. 

On this day, back in 2006, WhizzKids 

United was off icially launched.  

We marked the occasion (on the Friday 

as the day itself fell on a Saturday), by 

closing the office for a couple of hours 

and taking all our office staff and train-

ers, to climb the arch of the Moses Ma-

hbida stadium, all 550 steps up and 550 

down, with an amazing view of Durban!  

It was a great team bonding experience, 

an opportunity for everyone to reflect on 

WhizzKidsŹ achievements and to look forward to the World Cup and beyond! 

Letôs remember to celebrate February 13th every year from now on; it is much more 

important than the 14th!  

WhizzKids Day ðFeb 13th  

WKU staff atop the arch at the new 
Moses Mabhida Stadium in Durban  

Questions or comments? Email us at info@africaid.org.za 

This month was our first football tournament to 

raise funds for WhizzKids United, which took place 

in Münster, in the West of Germany. It was organ-

ised through one of our current volunteers Mat-

thias Kaspar, who enlisted one of his old football 

coaches, Christian Wielers. Throughout the day,  

16 youth teams between the ages of 9-12 years 

played together, not only to see who would be the 

best team and be overall winner of the tourna-

ment, but also to raise money for a good cause. 

Harry Skomroch, who volunteered for WhizzKids 

back in 2008, was our ambassador for the day, 

providing information to kids and parents alike on 

our programme. He said, ñThose who came to speak to me about WKU seemed really 

amazed about the vision of WKU.ò Through tournament entry fees, a tombola (where 

prizes included a signed Real Madrid shirt and some WhizzKids goodies) and a cafete-

ria a four figure sum (in ú) was raised, with all proceeds going to WKU. Thank you to 

everyone involved, with a special mention to Christian Wielers, for his time and dedi-

cation and of course raising much needed funds for WKU. 

Fundraising Tournament in Germany  

These young German foot-
ballers are happy to have 
raised funds for WKU!  

The new school year has just begun once again in 

Uganda, and our WKU Trainers Vinny and Isaac 

have been busy starting the first round of pro-

grammes in 2010. 

  

The end of 2009 saw a successful visit back to 

Uganda to check up on the work being carried out. 

Vinny and Isaac had completed a total of 9 pro-

grammes over the year, reaching a total of 205 chil-

dren through the Life Skills Programme. In addi-

tion, they had also established a WKU 'Holiday 

Academy' running both football and netball pro-

grammes in the school holidays to children who 

had attended the course. 

 

 The 'sponsorship' of the local second division team 

'Bombo WhizzKids United' is continuing to further 

raise awareness of the programme within the area. 

In December we presented the team with a brand new kit, kindly donated by Aston 

Villa Football Club, which had the team name printed on the front and the slogan 

'Know Your HIV Status' branded on the back. 

  

And Vinny and Isaac have been busying recruiting two new schools in the neighbour-

ing village of Lukoli for 2010, to add to the three programmes which are currently be-

ing run in Bombo. This would result in a total of 5 schools engaging in the pro-

gramme, across two villages, as the programme slowly starts to expand.  

Uganda update  

Young WhizzKids listening 
attentively to one of the Life 
Skills Football Training ses-
sions  

Sony graduates are helping Africaid and 
other charities to build capacity.  

Itôs been an exciting 2010 so far for 

WKU.  We have taken on board three 

new trainers for our programmes in 

Edendale and Umlazi, and they are all 

doing very well. 

Simanga Dlamini, a Swazi volunteer, 

has also been piloting our new eight 

session manual at Greyville Primary 

School and the kids are ecstatic to see 

him every day.  We will look to roll -out 

across all areas with this manual from 

April.  

We have also employed two more life skills trainers in Jozini, a beautiful rural area in 

northern KwaZulu -Natal, after an inspiring five -day workshop conducted with 

Ophondweni Youth Development Initiative, a local community -based organisation.   

Funding for the project is being provided by African Medical Research Foundation 

(AMREF) South Africa which provides a range of health care services in the area. 

WKU expanding in KwaZulu -Natal!  

Trainer candidates at the Trial work-
shop in Jozini, KZN  
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WhizzKids United has featured in a new book, ñA Chance to 

Playò, developed by the Childrenôs Rights Centre and Wozôo-

bana. The idea behind the book is to provide a manual to pro-

mote play for children in South Africa. It can equally be used 

anywhere else in the World, and is great tool to get kids active. 

We are selling these books to raise funds for the authors but 

also WhizzKids United. Please contact us if you would like to 

buy one at info@africaid.org.za 

ñA Chance to Playò 

Interesting links  

Please check out this story about WhizzKids United on 

the Charlton Athletic website (Charlton Athletic  FC is a 

football club playing in League One in the United King-

dom, with whom we are partnering):  

 

http://www.cact.org.uk/newsitem.php?id=318  

 

Please check out the brand new Knowledge Centre of our 

network organisation, streetfootballworld:  

 

http://www.streetfootballworld.org/resource_centre  

mailto:info@africaid.org.za

